
 

 

 

CHURCH SERVICES 

 

4          11.00a.m.   Holy Communion                            St. Marys    Austin          

11         9.30 a.m.   Morning Service                             St. Marys Dawn with Rachel     

18        11.00a.m.   Holy Communion                        All Saints’  Dawn with Rachel     

25        9.30a.m.     Morning Service                          All Saints’  Dawn with Rachel     

 

Saxlingham Services  4th  9.30am,  11h 11.00am,   18th  9.30am,  

25th   8.00am HC  11.00am 

 

Church flowers    

All Saints  -Trish Leighton, Christine Howes, South Window -Gwen Porter 

St Mary’s -Fanny Wallis, Judith Pleavin,  

 

What’s on   

4 Village walk             10.15am Trinity hall               

4  Duck Race                              12.00noon Hollow Lane                      

8  Picnic  and Beacon lighting                                      6.30pm at St Martins                                                   

8 Poringland WI             2.0pm-4.0pm Poringland community centre            

13 Parish Council AGM              7.30pm Trinity hall                

17        Bring and Buy plant sale             10.00am Trinity hall                                                          

21      Mobile Library            10.15 Grove 10.35The Street                               

24 Craft Fair  9.00-4.00pm Community Centre Stoke Holy Cross 

 

 

 

Thanks to Dave and Philippa Taitt who have kindly sponsored this edition of 

Contact 

   

 
 

SHOTESHAM CONTACT     

May 2025 

 

Thought from Dawn 
 

Do you ever find yourself ‘chasing your tail’ wasting time and energy – looking 

for something that you had only a few hours ago but now just cannot find?  I had 

that very experience recently.  I could picture the item quite clearly in my mind  

but it remained firmly hidden from sight.  Then I remembered that the best thing  

to do, before the search becomes all consuming, is to take a step back and pause... 

An English professor wrote the words ‘a woman without her man is nothing’ on 

the blackboard,  

and asked his students to punctuate it correctly. 

The men wrote: ‘A woman, without her man, is nothing.’ 

The women wrote: ‘A woman: without her, man is nothing.’ 

Where you put the pauses makes all the difference!  Punctuating our days with 

pauses in appropriate places helps us to make sense of life.   

My day is improved considerably when those pauses include prayer.  When I use 

small moments to give thanks to God for his blessings, to connect with the One 

who is a constant through the busyness, joys and (sometimes) frustrations of the 

daily routine and so take time to be still and become aware of his presence.   

A short time of prayerful stillness was all it took for me to know where to finally 

find the item I’d been searching for – far more effective than ploughing ahead 

under my own steam and getting nowhere fast! 

May all your searching be rewarded! 

 

With every blessing       Dawn 

Team Rector    dawndavidson@btinternet.com        01508 498924 

 

Shotesham Parochial Church Council 

At the Parochial Church Council annual general meeting in April churchwardens 

John Torbitt and Jane Blease were re-elected.  The treasurer is Bob Harris and 

secretary Patricia Leighton. 

 

 

 



 

Parish Council 

The Warm Welcome,  though extended from the original stop date, finished the 

weekly get togethers on the 24th of April.  When the weather is warmer we will 

send out the date for starting the outdoor,  monthly meetings, which will be in the 

garden at Grove Farm.  

The next full meeting of the Council will be June 10th at 7.30pm in the Trinity 

Hall.  Everyone is welcome. 

Last year we changed the format of our AGM, and thus how we reported back on 

the year to the Parish.  We are inviting everyone to come along on May 13th at 

7.30 in the Trinity Hall to have a drink and to hear from your councillors, as well 

as from representatives from other organisations, to talk about their involvement in 

the village. 

We are also pleased to have with us our local First Responder who will outline and 

explain his duties for us. 

This is also an opportunity for you, to ask questions, and to tell us about your 

hopes for the village for the coming year.  We know the village is important to you 

all so if you have concerns please come along. 

 

Garden Group 

Shotesham Gardeners’ Annual Bring and Buy Plant Fair will be at the Trinity 

Hall on Saturday May 17th, gates open at 10. Come along have a cup of coffee, 

meet friends, and browse the wide, and varied, selection of plants and seedlings 

that will be on sale.  

This year we are including a garden sundries corner, we have been donated some 

very nice terracotta pot and a few garden tools to sell, so if you are having a turn 

out and have surplus tools (not electrical) bring them along. 

If you have plants, or tools, you would like to sell, bring them along, labelled, to 

the Trinity at 9.30 on the Saturday or take them to    Sue Astbury’s Rectory 

Farmhouse, The Street   earlier in the week.  

I am delighted to say that Nancy will be bringing along her plants for sale again. 

Each year a percentage of our profits go to a good cause, and this year we are 

supporting ‘Up the Tempo’ CIC a popular community running group. They have 

been offering successful ‘couch to 5k’ courses since 2016. This has been shown 

not only to promote physical activity but to positively impact mental health, and 

they are partnered with Norfolk and Waveney Talking Therapies. Shotesham 

resident, Dudley Garner is a group leader with the CIC and takings from the 

popular village coffee cart, run by his wife Cat, go towards their work                

For more information phone Sue 550377 or susan.astbury49@btinternet.com  

 

 

Poringland WI. Next meeting Thurs 8th May, 2 - 4 pm, 80yrs since VE Day. 

Speaker, The Secret Life of a Milliner 

 

Shotesham Village Association 

Our only event in April 2025 at the time of writing was the Easter Fun Day at  

All Saints church and the Old Rectory.  This was well attended and great fun for 

 all who took part. Thanks to Cecily Garner for hiding the “eggs” in the 

churchyard. And thanks to Mo and Tania for allowing us to use the grounds of  

the Old Rectory for the traditional egg and spoon races for what is probably the  

last time.  Tania kindly prepared a whole tray of decorated eggs for the races. 

There was also a lively and creative craft table in the church which was popular 

with children of all ages.  Many thanks to everyone who helped on the day and 

 to all who baked the delicious food on offer.   

The next event is the Tour de Shotesham cycling event which will have happened 

by the time you read this.   Thanks to Ken and Simon for organising this.   

After this we have the ever-popular Duck Race on Sunday 4th May.  

 Ducks can be “bought” at the Globe. The start is at 12 noon on Hollow Lane 

 by the ford.  Fingers crossed for plenty of water in the Bec and good luck to all 

who enter.  

And then we’re having an 80th VE Day picnic at St Martin’s church on 

Thursday 8th May from 6.30pm There will be bell-ringing followed by  

lighting the Beacon courtesy of Jon Nott and Shotesham Estates.  

 Feel free to dress in 40s style if you want! 

Finally, you should find with this Contact an SVA membership form.  Please 

consider completing and returning this if you haven’t already done so.  Thanks  

in advance. 

Tom Higgin, Chair of the SVA at tomm.higgin@gmail .com or 07495 417887 

 

Craft Fair. Saturday May 24th  9 am -4pm at Community Centre Stoke 

 Holy Cross. 

Lots of craft stalls, refreshments and  raffle .In Aid of Colney Centre/BigC. 

 NNUH .  To book a table contact Jill 01508 494359 

 

A correction to the Trade Directory issued last month.   

The telephone number for W H Automotive  was incorrect please see below the 

amended details :-W H AUTOMOTIVE: Upgate Workshop, Shotesham NR15 

1XN Will Harmer 07975811818 

Servicing: Repairs: Air Con: Welding: Exhaust’s: Tyres & Batteries: 

 Diagnostics.

mailto:susan.astbury49@btinternet.com
mailto:tomm.higgin@gmail


 


