
CHURCH SERVICES     

December 

7 11.00a.m.   Holy Communion                                    St. Marys    Rachel          

14        6.30p.m.   Candle lit Carol Service                         St Marys     Dawn    

21 11.00a.m.   Holy Communion                                    All Saints     Dawn    

25  9.30 a.m.   Christmas Communion                             All Saints     Dawn 

28        9.30a.m.     Morning Service                                      All Saints   Rachel 

January 

4  11.00a.m.   Holy Communion                                    St. Mary’s        tbc              

11        9.30 a.m.   Morning Service                                         St. Mary’s       tbc 

18        11.00a.m.  Holy Communion                                        All Saints      tbc 

27   9.30a.m.   Morning Service                                          All Saints       tbc 

CHURCH FLOWERS Dec St Mary’s Bernie Betty &Sandra January  Britt, 

Polly  All Saints will be decorated for Christmas as usual. Thanks to all who 

help with this and during the year. January Jane 

WHAT’S ON -December 

3 Mobile Library          10.15 Grove, 10.35 The street 

4,11,18  Warm welcome     2-4pm Trinity hall 

4,11,18  Table tennis                7.30pm Trinity hall 

6 Christmas Music    7.30pm St Peters Brooke 

7 Village Walk             10.15am Trinity hall 

11 Poringland W I     2.00-4.00pm Poringland 

12 Shotesham Screen- The trouble with people           7.30pm Trinity hall 

13 Stoke Holy X  Christmas Fair  2-4pm Stoke Primary school 

14 Christmas Wreath making      10.00a.m- 3.00. Hillside 

14 Shotesham screen  Paddington in Peru  3.00pm Trinity hall 

24 Carols round the tree            5.00pm All Saints hill 

31 Fun Run  Shotesham           10.50am All Saints’ hill 

31 Mobile Library          10.15 Grove, 10.35 The street 

January  

4 Village walk              10.15am Trinity hall 

8,15,22,29  Warm welcome     2-4pm Trinity hall 

8,15,22,29  Table tennis     7.30pm Trinity hall 

9 Shotesham Screen -Ballad of Wallis Island             7.30pm Trinity hall 

13 Parish Council Meeting    7.30pm Trinity hall 

28 Mobile Library        10.15 Grove, 10.35am The street 

30 Babs Bonkers Bingo Bash               7.30pm Trinity hall 

 

Thanks to Mark and Kim Dyke who have kindly sponsored this edition of 

Contact to celebrate 30 very happy years in Shotesham. 

 

 

SHOTESHAM CONTACT 
December 2025 January2026 

Thought from Dawn 

The almost 100 mile journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem would have taken 

Mary and Joseph around eight to ten days of fairly difficult travel.  The road 

included some steep inclines, large rocks and the danger of thieves.  

 Not ideal for a heavily pregnant woman. 

Once at their destination, there was the issue of accommodation.  No cosy 

airbnb, clean sheets or even a proper room.  They took what was offered – a 

stable.  After the birth, the feeding trough made a handy crib for the newborn.   

At times, life is hard.  The way ahead is not always clear.  We must negotiate 

significant obstacles, assess risks, make the best of each situation.   

But just as the star shone down over Bethlehem that night, so the light of hope 

shines over our own lives.  Jesus is the light of the world, born to show quite 

literally that God is with us.  This is the promise of Christmas, a promise that 

reaches across the centuries to you and to me. 

Guided by his light, and reassured by his presence, we travel with the best 

companion on our own journey into the future he has planned for us. 

With my prayers for a blessed and peaceful Christmas 

Blessings 

  Dawn   Team Rector    dawndavidson@btinternet.com  01508 498924 

 

Remembrance Day Church Service Collection: The collection was divided into 

two and was sent to Help for Heroes and The Royal British Legion. £99 each. 

 

14th December at 6.30pm. Candle lit Christmas Service at St Marys  with 

the Shotesham choir 

25th December Christmas morning  9.30 a.m. at All Saints’.  There will 

 be a short 45-minute service with Holy Communion 

   

Most people will know The Globe has changed proprietors and we welcome 

new hosts Ben, Anna & family to Shotesham. Changes include the bar and 

lounge both in the process of a makeover, snacks always available, and meals 

at certain times including Sunday Lunch. Well behaved dogs are also welcome, 

at least for a trial period. Cheers       , see you there!  Ken 



Parish Council   Local government reorganisation is on the horizon. There is 

information on both SNDC and NorfolkCC websites.  Please make yourself 

aware of the changes. The Parish Council will send out information as they 

have it via the Shotesham information emails.                                 

EastPyeSolar- the council is responding to the targeted consultation on the 

highways issue involved. Whatever your views on their plans,  you will be 

affected directly by the use of our roads. Though lacking detail more 

information can be found on eastpyesolar.co.uk                                   

Shotesham Ford has been closed for 2 years now.  During that period we have 

petitioned that it should be retained as a highway.  Recently we have been in 

several meetings with the highways dept. where they have reported on options 

for the ford, and we have strongly said that it is time to resolve the issue and 

reopen the road.  The next stage is likely to be a wide ranging consultation on 

the fords future.  Next meeting January 13th at 7.30 Trinity hall All welcome.                                                                                                    

 

An Evening of Christmas Music –   Framingham Earl singers 

Saturday 6th December 7.30pm at St Peters church Brooke 

Tickets £10 under 16 free 

Available from www.framinghamearlsingers.co.uk or cash on the door. 

Shotesham Screen 

 The Problem with People’ to be shown on Friday December 12th at the 

Trinity at 7:30pm. Tickets £5. All welcome. Two distant cousins one in New 

York, the other in Ireland - come together to finally put an end to a 

generations-long family feud. It doesn’t go well. The Problem with People, set 

in beautiful lush Irish countryside, is a heartwarming comedy about family, 

world peace and sheep. 

Additional Family film  on Sunday December 14th at 3pm  

Adults £5, children 12 and under free          Paddington in Peru                                                                             

Paddington and the Brown family travel to Peru to visit Aunt Lucy .On arrival, 

they discover Aunt Lucy has gone missing in the Amazon rainforest, 

prompting an adventure as they follow a mysterious map to find her.  They 

journey through  jungle and mountains, meeting new characters and 

uncovering secrets about Paddington's past.                                                     

The Ballad of Wallis Island’ will be shown on Friday January 9th at the 

Trinity at 7:30pm. Tickets £5. All are welcome. The film follows Charles, an 

eccentric lottery winner who lives alone on a remote island and dreams of 

getting his favourite musicians back together. His fantasy turns into reality 

when the bandmates and former lovers accept his invitation to play a private 

show at his home on Wallis Island. Old tensions resurface as Charles tries 

desperately to salvage his dream gig.                 For all the films  Booking via    

Lindsay on 07702832033 or lindsayheywood3@gmail.com 

Shotesham Gardening group                                                                          

 Shh, don’t tell anyone but Christmas is coming so to get you into the mood 

Christine is running her annual popular wreath making workshop. So come 

along on Sunday December 14th 10-3 to Christine Burton’s potting shed  

at Hillside, The Common, NR15 1YD to make Christmas wreaths and 

decorations from willow and other natural materials. Everybody is 

welcome and bring anything dried or fresh from you own gardens that you 

might like to use. This is always a fun, social occasion and we will be 

providing soup and bread at the end of the morning, but any offers of mince 

pies, flapjacks etc will be gratefully received.     £5 to cover costs  

Phone Christine on 550364 for directions or more information 

 

Poringland WI                                                                                                

Our December meeting is on Thursday 11th at 2pm until 4pm at Poringland 

Community Centre when we will be 'Singing Along at Christmas'. All 

welcome to come and join us. I look forward to meeting some of my 

Shotesham neighbours   Zelia 

 

Christmas fair -Stoke Holy Cross primary school 13th December 2-4pm 

Games, stalls, crafts and refreshments 

 

Shotesham Village Association    December is always a busy month for us  

all so here’s a few more dates for your diary! 

Sunday December 14th at 3.00pm at the Trinity – Shotesham Screen will  

be showing Paddington in Peru for all the family. Festive drinks and nibbles 

will be provided.  

Wednesday December 24th at 5.00pm promptly. Carols on the hill, led by 

Jenny Clarke and her Shotesham choir, and the handbell band! Followed by 

mulled wine/juice, mince pies and festive biscuits in the church. There will  

be a collection for the Church. 

Wednesday December 31st – Old Year’s Day Fun Run – Starting at  

11.00am on Church Hill (with registration at 10.50am). Book your place via 

Ken Munro (resotan@aol.com). The course is 3 times round half of the  

village, with a map available on Shotesham website and on the day. Runners 

 of all standards welcome. 

And an event to blast away the January blues –  

Friday 30th January  7.30 at the Trinity – Babs Bonkers Bingo Bash!  

A night of bingo unlike any other. Expect satirical comedy, parody pop 

 songs, hideous wigs and the most outrageous bingo calls you have ever 

 heard. £5/person - pay on the door. Bring your own drink and nibbles. 

Booking essential via jomccall71@gmail.com. Prizes and a lot of laughter! 
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