
CHURCH SERVICES     

December 

1 11.00a.m.   Holy Communion                                     St. Marys    Dawn         

8          9.30a.m.     Morning Service                                          St Mary’s    John 

15  6.30p.m.   Candle lit Carol Service                            St Marys     Dawn    

22       9.30a.m.     Morning Service                     All Saints  Dawn with Rachel 

25  9.30 a.m.   Christmas Communion           All Saints  Dawn with Rachel 

29        10.30a.m.  Benefice Service                       Wreningham church     Dawn 

January 

5  11.00a.m.   Holy Communion                                    St. Mary’s        tbc              

12       9.30 a.m.   Morning Service                                         St. Mary’s        tbc 

19        11.00a.m.  Holy Communion                                        All Saints      tbc 

26   9.30a.m.   Morning Service                                          All Saints       tbc 

CHURCH FLOWERS  St Mary’s Bernie Fenn and Christine Howes 

 All Saints will be decorated for Christmas as usual. Thanks to all who help 

with this and during the year. 

WHAT’S ON -December 

1  Village walk            10.15am Trinty hall 

4 Mobile Library          10.15 Grove, 10.35 The street 

5-7 Saxlingham Play       7.30pm Saxlingham village hall 

7  Christmas carol               4.00pm Trinity hall 

5,12,19 Warm welcome     2-4pm Trinity hall 

5,12,19, Table tennis                7.30pm Trinity hall 

10 Parish Council Meeting             7.30pm Trinity hall 

13 Shotesham screen  -La Chimera   7.30pm Trinity hall 

15 Christmas Wreath making    10.00a.m. Hillside 

21 Carols in Stoke Holy Cross      6.00pm Community hall 

24 Carols round the tree            5.00pm All Saints hill 

31 Fun Run  Shotesham           10.50am All Saints hill 

January  

5 Village walk      10.15am Trinity hall 

9,16,23, 30 Warm welcome     2-4pm Trinity hall 

2,9,16,23,30 Table tennis     7.30pm Trinity hall 

10 Shotesham Screen -Hundreds of beavers  7.30pm Trinity hall 

29 Mobile Library        10.15 Grove, 10.35am The street 

 

Thanks to Tim and Helen Drake who have kindly sponsored this edition of 

Contact and who wish everyone a happy peaceful Christmas. 

 

 

SHOTESHAM CONTACT 
December 2024 January2025 

Thought from Dawn 

Christmas Eve 1914.  Out of the trenches of WWI, came the sound of a 

German soldier singing “Stille Nacht” - a solo that soon became a chorus as 

British voices blended in with “Silent Night.”   

The British serenaded the Germans with “The First Noel” and the Germans 

responded with “O Tannenbaum.”  Christmas carols opened the way to a 

ceasefire as men from both sides laid down their weapons and crept  

cautiously into No Man’s Land to share food, cigars, and drinks as a prelude 

 to a friendly kickabout with a football. 

A song about the Saviour’s birth became a compelling call for peace, right in 

the middle of a war.  And that’s exactly why Jesus was born – to bring peace 

on earth, peace to this troubled, conflicted world.  Peace between God and 

mankind.  And where there is true peace with God in individual hearts, there 

 is more likely to be peace among nations. 

Wars continue yet God’s offer of peace prevails – going largely unheeded.  

The words of another carol are appropriate here: “Oh, hush the noise, ye men 

of strife, and hear the angels sing.” 

May the Prince of Peace make peacemakers of us all. 

Blessings    Dawn   Team Rector   

dawndavidson@btinternet.com  01508 498924 

15th December at 6.30pm.   Candle lit Christmas Service at St Marys   

25th December Christmas morning  9.30 a.m. at All Saints’.  There will 

 be a short 45-minute service with Holy Communion 

 24th Dec. Carols and handbells round the tree on All Saints hill 5.00pm 

 

The Original Norwich Charity Christmas Card shop 

is in St Peter Mancroft church this year.  

 It is open Monday -Saturday 10.45-3.00 until the 15th December.  

 Cards from 25 different charities and every penny goes to the charities.     

 

Stoke Holy Cross   Carols around the Christmas Tree                        

Saturday 21st December 6pm  New Community hall  

Carols around the Christmas tree and a chance to explore the new community 

hall in Stoke Holy Cross.  

 



Parish Council                                                                                                  

On Tuesday, the Parish Council unanimously agreed to oppose the proposed 

East Pye Solar development, and will now work with other affected local 

Parishes to develop a coherent and consistent approach of opposition. 

Meanwhile, everyone still has the opportunity to voice their views as part of 

the non-statutory consultation process. This can be done on-line 

via http://www.eastpyesolar.com or as a hard copy, which can be downloaded 

from the site,                                                                                                        

A thank you to everyone who came out to help plant the bulbs in various places 

around the village, it provides us with something to look forward to in Spring. 

Also we are grateful to some of you who have agreed to adopt public, grassy 

areas of the village and will care for them year round.  If you would be 

prepared to do this, then please contact the clerk to offer your help.     

Rosemarie Gough has over many years prepared the crosses to go on the war 

memorial for the remembrance service and we would like to thank her for this. 

Thanks to all parishioners who attended the successful session in 

November undertaken by the East Anglian Air Ambulance. Our trainer made it 

interesting and sobering all at the same time. 

The stats are not good for the Uk, Only  8% of people who have an out of 

hospital cardiac arrest survive. It is vital therefore that as many people from the 

general public are aware of the existence of defibrillators and how to perform 

CPR.   This is the best we can do for our family and friends to give them a 

chance of survival should they have a cardiac arrest, time is of the essence. 

I will be organising a further training session next year for those who are 

interested.  The defibrillator is located in the red telephone box on The Street. 

Our village device is maintained and registered appropriately therefore when 

you call 999 they will give you the code to release the defibrillator.  Kim 

 

Shotesham Gardening group                                                                         

The sun is shining on our still growing grass, but Christmas is coming. I’m 

delighted to say that Christine Burton is going to run her ever popular wreath 

making workshop on Sunday December 15th, 10am onwards in her potting 

shed at Hillside, the Common, Shotesham. Cost £5 per person to cover 

expenses. We will be providing hot soup and bread for lunch but donations of 

flapjacks, brownies etc would be very welcome. Bring your own secateurs and 

anything from your garden you might like to add to your wreath. Open to 

anyone. 

 

Saxlingham Play in their village hall 4-7th December 7.30 and 2.30 on the 7th 

To book tickets ring 07740947482 

 

Shotesham Screen presents  in Trinity hall  7.30pm 

La Chimera  on Friday Dec 13th.is an eccentric Italian crime 

drama. When an English tomb raider (Josh O'Connor) skilled at dowsing 

uses his skills to hunt down buried Etruscan artifacts, he achieves success  

at his craft but suffers setbacks when he falls in with the wrong crowd. 

 A beguiling fantasy-comedy of lost love: garrulous, uproarious and 

celebratory.  Tickets £5, ice creams sold during interval. Booking 

Details: Call Lindsay on 07702 832033 / 01508 550285  

or email lindsayheywood@comcast.net  

and   Friday 10 January 7.30pm- Hundreds of Beavers                                                                        

In this hilarious homage to silent comedy, a drunken 19th century applejack 

salesman must go from zero to hero and become North America's greatest fur 

trapper by defeating hundreds of beavers."The sheer sustained silliness of this 

spoof silent comedy is what finally compels admiration."  

Shotesham Village Association   

The cold weather has arrived and with it a greater sense of Christmas coming. 

We will be having the usual Carols on the Hill on Christmas Eve, starting  

at 5 p.m.  It will be slightly different this year. To avoid the overcrowding in 

the church at what is becoming a wildly popular event, all the carols, singing 

and handbells will be outside by the war memorial. Refreshments will be 

available as usual in the church but everyone will be invited to walk through 

the church to get them, pausing only to admire the splendid decorations. 

Weather permitting, this will be a wonderful start to the Festive Season. 

Anyone interested in helping with the handbells should contact me ( Tom) on 

07495 417887. The other big event will be the family-friendly production of  

A Christmas Carol by the Keeper’s Daughter theatre company. This will 

be a 2 person version of this seasonal classic. It is at 4 p.m. on Saturday 7th 

December and promises to be a great family treat. Tickets £7.50adults £2.50 

children available in advance from Lindsay Heywood on 07702 832033 or at 

lindsayheywood@comcast.net or on the door 

And finally, many thanks to all who helped make the Big Breakfast on Sunday 

24th Nov such an enjoyable and well-attended event.  Proceeds from this will 

go to the Motor Neurone Disease Association.  

  The famous Shotesham Old Year’s Day Fun Run will be run on Tuesday 

31st Dec, starter’s gun at 11am on Church Hill, but please turn up around 

10.50 for registration. The course is 3 x round half of the village, map available 

on shotesham.com and on the day. And could last year’s winners (Adam and 

Stephanie if I remember correctly?) please return the trophies (hopefully 

engraved) either to me at Flint Cottage or on the day, and we look forward to 

seeing all you runners there.  

http://www.eastpyesolar.com/
mailto:lindsayheywood@comcast.net
http://shotesham.com/

