
CHURCH SERVICES      

 6th 11.00am        Holy Communion                                St Mary’s     Austin 

13th    9.30am      Morning Service                                St Mary’s     John                                                                 

15th   7.00pm        Compline                                          St Mary’s    Rachel 

18th   8.00pm         Tenebrae                                         St Mary’s   Dawn   

20th  11.00 am  Easter  Communion Service     All Saints’ Dawn /Rachel                              

27th   9.30 am    Morning Service                                All Saints’   Rachel 

Saxlingham church services 

6th 9.30am   13th  11.00am  20th  9.30am Easter HC 27th 8.00am & 11.00 HC 

Church flowers for 27th April 

All Saints Susie Hill, Kim Dyke  South Window Trish Leighton 

St Mary’s   Christine Howes,  

What’s On 

3,10,17,24 Warm welcome   2.00pm-4.00pm Trinity hall 

3,10,17,24 Table tennis   6.30-8.00pm   Trinity hall 

2  Churchyard Tidy  9.30am – 12.00 All Saints 

6  Willow weaving    10.00-3.00 Hillside 

6  Village walk     10.15am Trinity hall 

8  Parish Council meeting  7.30pm Trinity hall 

10  WI  Poringland      2-4 Poringland Community hall 

10                Parochial Church Council AGM    4.30pm All Saints church  

11  Shotesham Film  -Perfect days 7.30pm Trinity hall 

21  Easter fun     2.00pm Church hill 

23  Mobile library  10.15am Grove, 10.35am The Street 

26         Shotesham Bowls club open day 2.00-4.00pm   Bowling green 

27  Tour de Shotesham   12.00 Church hill 

Last session of Warm welcome 24th April, monthly meetings in the Summer 

Shotesham Bowls Club        

See attached flyer for details- Open days Saturdays 26thApril and  1st May 

(weather  permitting) start at 2pm .Do come, we look forward to seeing you. 

For more info.call John on 499541 or Sheila on 498876 

Diary note    Bat talk in Great Moulton on 13th May. 

More info to follow.  

Thanks to Trish Leighton who has compiled the Shotesham Trade Directory  

which is included with this issue. 

This Contact has been sponsored by Wanda and family, in memory of 

Jimmy Hartley, resident of Shotesham for over 50 years".  

 

         SHOTESHAM CONTACT  
 April 2025 

Thought from Dawn 

While making a documentary about the Australian bush fires and the level 

of devastation to wildlife, filmmakers discovered a chicken which had 

burned to death, still sitting over her nest.  The charred body of this faithful 

mother was carefully removed, to reveal her brood – each one still alive. 

In the Bible, Jesus likens himself to a mother hen.  He weeps for the people 

of Jerusalem who refused to be gathered to him and take shelter under his 

wings.   

The image of the mother hen who perished in the fire, sacrificing herself for 

her young, reminds me of Jesus who gave himself up to suffer death on the 

cross – so that his people could be saved.   

This is what we remember on Good Friday – ‘good’ because his death 

bought our forgiveness and freedom.  Easter Sunday – Resurrection Day – 

is often celebrated with chocolate eggs, the hollow centre reminding us that 

the tomb was empty.  Perhaps this year when we see those fluffy Easter 

chicks, we might reflect on the character of God, and his heart of love for 

those he came to save. 

Do you take shelter under his wings?  In a world of turmoil and trouble, it’s 

the safest place to be. 

With my prayers for a peaceful and joyous Easter. 

Dawn 

Team Rector    dawndavidson@btinternet.com        01508 498924  

The New Rectory, The Street, Saxlingham Nethergate, Norfolk NR15 1AJ   

Shotesham Parochial Church Council 

“The Annual Meeting of Parishioners” and the “Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting” will take place on  Thursday 10th April   at 4.30pm in All Saints 

church. All parishioners are warmly invited but only persons whose names 

are entered upon the Church Electoral Roll of the parish are entitled to vote 

at the election of parochial representatives of the laity. 

Please come and help with All Saints churchyard  tidy up morning on 

the 2nd April 

 It will be a couple of hours from 9.30 Please bring your own tools 



Shotesham Parish Council             

You may be aware that there is ongoing  consultation about changing the 

structure of Norfolks governance.  There is a website 

on www.norfolk.gov.uk which will explain the various options that are 

being discussed.  

Thank you to everyone who was involved in the litter pick around the 

village.  It is so nice to see everywhere looking clear of rubbish. Hopefully 

it will discourage people from casual littering. 

Bob Harris has been one of the council representatives on the Commons 

Trustees for many years and has done a wonderful job taking responsibility 

for the finances/accounts of the group.  He has now decided to stand down 

and we will need to replace him.  If you have an interest in doing this please 

contact Jeff for more information at  shoteshampc.clerk@outlook.com  

 

Garden Group 

It’s time to think about supporting your plants, and luckily on Sunday 

April 6th 10-3, Christine Burton will be running a willow weaving 

workshop in her potting shed at the Hillside, the Common, Shotesham. 

This year we are going to combine it with a seed sowing master class. 

As always, we will provide soup and bread at lunchtime, but any sweet 

treats will be very welcome. 

Make sure you bring secateurs and, if you want to plant some seeds, a seed 

tray and seeds. If you’ve any saved from last year, perhaps they can be 

shared around. Open to everyone Cost £5 Contact Sue on 

susan.astbury49@btinternet.com for more information 

 

Shotesham Screen 

 The next Shotesham Screen film will be on Friday April 11th at the 

Trinity at 7:30pm. All are welcome. Booking via Lindsay on 07702 832033 

or lindsayheywood3@gmail.com 

 We will be showing ‘Perfect Days’ 

This is a charming Oscar nominated film by Wim Wenders. It is a small 

quiet film with a big heart featuring an unexpected hero, Hirayama, a toilet 

cleaner in Tokyo, who cleans award winning facilities in the city. It’s an 

achingly lovely and unexpectedly life-affirming picture. It all depends – and 

this is central to the film’s gently profound message – on your way of 

looking at things. Hirayama looks at the world with his eyes, but sees with 

his heart. 

Shotesham Village Association,    

Our only event in March 2025 was the AGM on 12th March. This was a 

lively affair with many interesting points raised. The usual business was 

carried out and a particular mention was made of the committee members 

who had left during 2025. These were Ken Munro, Damian Benyon, 

Christine Burton and Lindsay Heywood. Many thanks to all of them for 

their generous and valuable contributions to the SVA. Thankfully, all of 

them are willing to be involved in future events and so our gratitude will 

continue. Many thanks also to the 3 new members who have stepped up to 

the plate: Kendra Collier, Catriona Garner and Katie Murphy. We look 

forward to benefiting from their time, energy and talents. The following 

future events were discussed at the AGM: 

21st April Easter Fun, Crafts, Egg Hunt and Races 

27th April Tour de Shotesham bicycle event 

4th May  Duck Race 

8th May VE Day 80th commemoration, beacon lighting 

21st June Midsummer picnic at St Martins 

27th Sept. Barn Dance on the playing field 

24th Oct. Talk on Shotesham’s link to the V2 rocket 

21st Nov. Quiz 

24th Dec. Carols on the Hill 

31t Dec. Old Year’s Day Fun Run 

All are welcome to these events. Do get in touch with me or any other 

Committee member if you have ideas for other events. The next event will 

be the now traditional Easter Fun Day on Easter Monday 21st 2.00pm 

with crafts, and egg hunt on Church hill.  We look forward to seeing you. 

Tom Higgin, Chair of the SVA at tomm.higgin@gmail .com or 07495 

417887 

Tour de Shotesham 

After a couple of mixups with double booking alongside Easter school 

holidays etc, we’re going to have another try to bring back the famous Tour 

de Shotesham. Planning for Sunday 27th April with a 12pm start, but it 

would be good to know how many people might want to take part, so if 

you’re up for it, please contact Ken resotan@aol.com 

WI in Poringland 

Our next meeting is 10th April 2-4pm Poringland Community Centre, a 

cosmetics demonstration, 1 lady will have a facial .  Visitors/New Members 

always welcome. For information call 01508492155/550388   
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