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Project approved purpose:

* High visibility acknowledgement of the

National Lottery Heritage Fund on site, online and in all activities
as well as using your project to acknowledge and thank

National Lottery Players.

» Take proactive measures to be inclusive, remove barriers to
access and reach new and diverse audiences through the delivery
of this project.

* Deliver the project in partnership with Shotesham Village
Association and the Society for the Protection of Ancient Building
Norfolk. Collaborate with Norwich Historic Churches Trust and
volunteers from The Matthew Project.

e Carry out repairs to St Martins church ruins, enabling the site
to remain accessible to the public.

* Engage children and young people with the project and deliver
events and demonstrations with students and local residents.

* Provide two student placements on the project, enabling
young people to learn traditional building skills.

» Restore and update the existing interpretation board,
launching this at an open garden event, showcasing the repair
works. Make project resources available via the village website.

* Ensure environmental sustainability is considered throughout
project delivery, using local materials and contractors




The project purpose has been delivered thorough
these project activities, which include:

e Summer working party (July 2022) including 5
free placements for students;

* Contractor’s conservation works (August-
September 2022) including one heritage skills
placement;

* Engagement activities with the Brownies group,
discovering the heritage site and traditional
materials;

* Collaboration with Norwich Historic Churches
Trust and volunteers from the Matthew Project

e Autumn working party (October 2022) and
completion of conservation works.

* Interpretation plan including investigations to
prepare a restored and updated interpretation
board

* New resources on village website




We believe that the best way to appreciate traditional building skills and protect heritage is through hands-on experience.

A two-days working party was completed in July; more than 15 delegates took place including 5 students (free placements).




Learning about local materials: Boulder Chalky Clay

A local material from the village, only needed crushing and mixing energetically with water and fibers.
The volunteers decided to make an impromptu model of the church (as part of the discussions around
interpretation) as well as a clay lump block




Learning about the lime cycle: The lime kiln

Volunteers finalised the design and built this work of art. It was loaded with charcoal and coke to burn
chalk, cockles and oyster shells + one brick! Delegates and visitors gathered around the kiln during the
day and in the evening for celebrations. The star of the show!




Learning how to use lime mortar and repair flintwork

* The lime freshly made from the kiln was slaked and used to
prepare mortar to be used for repairs.

* Following lectures, demonstrations and discussions, the
volunteers applied the newly learnt techniques to complete very
good work

During the two days a total of around 70 people from all over visited the site to learn about the project.




In September we enjoyed
engagement activities with
the Brownies group,
discovering local heritage and
traditional materials.

A group of ten Brownies
(Shipdam 15) visited the site
to learn about the project
and traditional materials; the
workshop include talks about
St Mary and St Martins
covering history and
materials and a practical
laboratory working with clay
to create a natural oven.




The contractor continued
conservation works throughout
August and September.

- One heritage skills placement was
filled by a young and motivated
individual

- A delegation from Norwich Historic
Churches Trust and The Matthew
Project visited the site to learn
about conservation of roofless
structures and heritage skills
training.
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A two-days working party was
completed in October; more than

15 delegates took place including

5 students (free placements).

Delegates joined from as far as
Switzerland to look after St Martin
whilst learning heritage skills
including traditional lime mortar,
soft capping, clay lump and flint
knapping.




Learning about local materials: Boulder Chalky Clay

A representative from Eartha (East Anglia Regional Telluric House Association) lectured about
use of local clay and how to make clay lump; newly learnt techniques where applied to protect
low level remains with adobe.



Learning conservation techniques: soft capping
Delegates learnt the theory as well as the practice from sourcing local turf to installing it.




And also...

...handmade greeting cards, pizzas and knapped flints!

During the two days a total of around 70 people from all over visited the site to learn about the
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Low level walls after the repairs; the ruin is look
well cared for.




The new

Interpretation
board:

There has probably been a church on this site
for over 1,000 years. If so, the first one

was built of wood and rebuilt in

stone in the 11th century.

FOUR CHURCHES?

Many Noefol willages have esore
than one church, bot Shotesham is
quite unuswal in having had four
Wao do not know why, but it may
be 1o do with the number of monons
in the villoge.

Two of the churches, All Saints ond
St Mary, are still in use. 5t Mortin
is o swbstaatiol roin, and 5t Botolph
has vanithed except for o few
pieces of stanework

We do not know when St Mortin
foll indo diause, but it moy well have
hoppened by about 1550. This wos
probably becouse four chueches
ware more thon wos needed for
such o small villoge

The reason two of the four churches
hove varvived is likely that All
Saints served High Shoteshom,
while S5t Mary served Low
Shotesham. The population of
Shotesham in 1086 was about
650, ond % is unlikely to hove
grown much aver 500 yean

DEVELOPMENT OF THE

CHURCH'S PLAN

Detpite the ugnificant amount of
remainy, it is not alwoys easy fo soy
whot the dates of $he various features
are. As the oot end hos been tololly
rebuilt, we cannot say with certainty
whot its enginal form was. The church
hod o nave, and peobably o choncel,
but it may have been o single-cell
buddng. We connct know if the east
end wos squore or apsidal [rosnded)
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The porch was added lafer—possibly
i the 12th or the early 13th centyry
Al 3ome point in the 14th centucy, the
tower was added,; this will have raken
20 % 30 yeon 1o complete, I the 16t
contury, e choncel was rebuilt, It is,

unusually, wider than the nave, ond 2
may indicate that o totel rebusidag of

.

the whole chuech wos imtended, working

westword, If 50, we connot say why this
wos ol complotod. The abandosing of
the peoject may have coincided with the
chuech being closed

WHO WAS
SAINT MARTIN?

The church is dodicated %o Soimt
Moarta, the 4th.century Bishop

of Tours, France. He had been o
oldier belore be reclived that such
a colling wos incompotible with

o Christion ke, He is supposed to
have cut his clook in holf to shore
with o beggor

Maortia wos © very popular scied,
and o very oncient church ot
Conterbury is dedicosed to him

His nome has entered our folklore,
s the fine weather we often have
arouad his least doy (11 Novessber)
i colled "St Morsn’s summer’ and
Mortinmaos Fairs were the Hoditional
time for hiting setvants for the next
yeor

There ore aver 170 pre- 1800
chutches dedicated 1o Soint Moarn
in Great Britain

FEATURES OF THE CHURCH
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web pages on Shotesham.com and visit St Mary

church to view o photographic exhibition showing the
rescue of St Martin ruined church.
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information
on the
website:

History and Interpretation

* The ruined (hurch of Saint Martin

* St Mary and St Martin: Churches and neighbours
o Traditionsl materisls

« Looking after a ruin

The ruined church of Saint Martin
ere At protaldy heen 2 Chuech on the ste for guer | OO0 years. ¥ S0 the frs? one was
Dullt of wood sed rebulll in stone in the 11™ century. This shetch

http://shotesham.com/history-and-interpretation/




