
Circular Walk Five - St Mary’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This walk starts at St Mary’s Church with splendid views. Start point Explorer 
UK Grid reference TM 23775 98784. Length 4 miles (6.3 kms). Duration about 
one hour and a half. The walk is not strictly circular with a spur in order to 
avoid a busy main road that is not suitable for walkers. 

There is parking at St Mary’s if needed. This is a medieval church, only 
recently fitted with mains electricity and still used regularly for services.1 

Start the walk in front of the south door. Facing the door, turn right and walk 
around the church to the east side and follow the footpath that goes straight 
ahead and through a gap in the surrounding hedge. You are now on Shotesham 
Footpath 12 and about to meet the junction of Footpaths 9 and 10. At this 
junction turn left onto our spur (see map) and follow footpath 10 over a stile and 
into the first field. The settlement of Hawes Green is on your right and to your 
left is the moated Shotesham Old Hall, a beautiful building, the south wing of 
which dates back to the 1580‘s, one of many grade 2 listed buildings in the 



parish.  Around the Old Hall was the now ruined village of Shotesham St Mary 
where numerous earthworks have been discovered. Refer to the Norfolk 
Heritage Site.2 

The cross-field path heads due east with a pond on your left at the end of the 
field. Cross the stile into the next field that again has a cross-field path at the end 
of which is another and larger pond with a beautiful tree lining.  

Further on is the busy Norwich Road, so turn back here to return along 
Footpath 10 across the two fields to near St Mary’s. Only this time, once you 
cross the second stile, do not turn right but continue straight and cross Hawes 
Green onto Footpath 9 that descends the valley, past a copse on the right, 
crossing a little wooden footbridge and descending left to get to Priory Lane. 
Look back from the lower part of Footpath 9 to see to the right the picturesque 
houses of Hawes Green, the site of England’s very first cottage hospital3. 

Turn right onto Priory Lane and walk to the end to meet Rogers Lane. Turn 
left and after about 30 yards cross the road to a footpath that is marked as part 
of Boudicca Way. As you will see, you are also at the foot of the mound of All 
Saints Church, open every day to visitors4. 

Follow this part of Boudicca Way, Shotesham Footpath 16, called Joy’s Loke, 
as it traverses a small wood, crosses The Beck, the stream at the base of the 
glacial valley here and climbs up to open fields. Note on your right the plaque 
marking where a V2 rocket landed in 19445. At the start of the open fields, turn 
left onto Footpath 6 and follow this path east-southeast, initially with the hedge 
of The Old Rectory on the left, then the backs of the houses along The Street 
become visible. The path turns right to halfway along the western border of the 
next field and then left across the middle of the field to an opening and wooden 
footbridge to meet Footpath 5. Turn right and walk up the water meadow 
keeping to the path on the right until you reach Stubbs Green pond. Walk round 
the pond to the south side and along the hedge to the southern edge of Great 
Wood. A great deal of clearance work has been taking place here as part of the 
conservation of Great Wood. Turn right onto Footpath 8 and keep on this track, 
crossing Footpath 7 until you reach Rogers Lane. Along the way, there are views 
of both Hawes Green ahead and Shotesham All Saints to the right.  

Turn left at Rogers Lane and walk a few yards up the lane until you meet the 
road to Hawes Green on the right. Follow this back past the ruin of St Martin’s6 to 
your starting point.



 

                                                 
1
  http://www.norfolkchurches.co.uk/shotesham2/shotesham2.htm  

 
2
 http://www.heritage.norfolk.gov.uk/record-details?TNF1597-Shotesham-

(Parish-Summary)  
 
3
 http://www.heritage.norfolk.gov.uk/record-details?MNF31206 

 
4
 http://www.norfolkchurches.co.uk/shotesham1/shotesham1.htm 

 
5
 http://www.worldwar2heritage.com/en/page/9069/144/V2-Crater-Site 

 
6
 http://www.norfolkchurches.co.uk/shotesham3/shotesham3.htm 
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